TEE MINISTER AND HIS POST-SCHOOL PREPARATION

An adeguate concepiion and apprecistion of amy task is essential to its suceessful
prosecution and completien. We believe that the minmistry is the greatest task that -
can be committed to man. The work of the ministry requires intelligence, energy,
and consecration of the highest order. When we think of the high office to which the
minister is called, and consider his golden opportunities and heavy responsibilities,
we are convinced of the need for the most thorough preparation. A genuine Christian
experience and & divine call to preach are essential, but they are not enough. The
minister must prepare if he is to "show himself approved unto God, a warkman that need-
eth net to be ashamed,®

A complete, formal education ig important and invalwable te a minister. If you ean’t
or won't get it, den't eriticize the man who dees. To do so revesls jealousy arnd calls
attention to the fact that you do not have it. A man is down on what he is not wp

on., You will never hear an educated person condemn an education. Any minister can

do more and far better work with sechelastic treining than he can without it. A minis-
ter who fails to prepare for his work robs himself and stends in the light of those

to whom he ministers., If you expect to reach the highest effieiency, to accomplish
the highest good, and to make the most of your life as a minister, equip yourself in
the most thorough memner possible. There are two phases of ministerisl preparation—-
scholastie and post-scheolastice. '

I. The HNecessity For Post-School ?reparatien.

To censider scholastic attainments as adeguate equipment for success in the minis-
try is a grave mistake. At graduation, youwr preparation has just begun. Gradua-
tion is only the foundation on which to build the supersiructure. You will need
the widest possible range of kmowledge in these deys when many are asserting the
sufficiency of resson and meny others are demying the sufficiency of revelation.
Thorough ministerial preparedness will diminish greatly the suffering in the pews.

1. The Word Commarnds Us To Prepare.
"Search the seriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they
are they which testify of Me." dJohn 5:39, %Till I come, give altention to
reading, to exhortation, te doctrine." I Tim, 4:13, T"But grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of our Iord and Saviewr Jesus Christ." II Peter-3:18.
BStudy te show thyself approved wnto God, a workman that needeth net te be
ashemed, rightly dividing the word of trauth.™ II Tim, 2:15.

2. The Work Ghallenges Us To Prepare. .
The proclemation of the gospel, the care of seuls, ‘the direetion ef reli-
gious education, and the administration of church work eall for thorough
preperation. One of our wesknesses ls the short pasterate, whieh is net
condueive to study. It dwarfs the intellect because it causes one tc fall
vietim to repetition rather than to prepare new sermons from careful study.
Without the neceasity for new linmes of thought tey do not develop. In the
course of years, 2 minister who studies and ocne who does not will be vastly
different.in the estimation of others and in their influence over the

people,
II. The Hature Of Post-Schoel Prepaeration.

1. The Preparatien of the Messenger.
(1) His physical preparation,
Ever remembering that your bedy is the temple of the Holy Spirit, con-
tinually strive to keep physically fit if you expect to do your best
work for Christ,

(2) His intellectunal preparation.,
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In knowledge of the scriptures, breadth of thought, power of analysis,
wealth of illustration, irresistibleness of argument, graphicness of
picturing, and sublimities of imaginatien, the minister should be at
lesst the peer, if not the superiecr, of any in his congregation. We
simply cannot preach successfully %o our age from behind, We are rightly
expected tc be leaders of thought, and not followers. Wy must read
widely. However, there is no great value in reading boeks about the
Bible if the Book itself is sn wunknown gusntity. Having studied God's
Word there is an obvious need Lo read what other men of intelligenee
and devotion have said about the secriptures., The fault of much preach-
ing is found in the smallness of the thinking sres in which it is con~
ceived. The average minister lives in too narrvow & circle of reading
and thought. When men fail to read books, they ususlly neglect the one
Book. We need the influence of the very best in literature wpon ocur
thinking and living. We must read incessantly for stimulation and in-
spiration., Study gusrantees & longer period of usefulness, It is much
easier %o move & little box of sermons than it is to dig down end £i11
uwp & new box, That is one reason why some preachers change pastorates
so often.

(3) His spiritual preparation.

If & minigter is tc have power, his life must be fully surrendered to
the Iord. He ecannot lezd others where he hes not been. Seeret power
with God will emable him to have publie power with men. A minister's
power is not in the polish of his style, the pictorialness of his il-
lustrations, the fervor of his memmer, the arrangement of his discourse,
bat in his vital and living comnection with God and his capacity to act
as a commecting link between God and the human soul.

The ministry requires constant situdy, prevailing prayer, conquering
faith, commumion with Christ, and uwtter dependence on the Foly Spirit.
Bevout study of the seriptures and habitwsl prayer are indispensable to
any minister who would prevare himself for public usefwlness., Unless you
commune with the Lord in secret, no wnetion will rest upon your minis-
try, however eloguent your langusge, or splendid your illustrations, or
vehement your public appeals. Hide yourself in the prayer closet before
you show yourself in the pulpit. After you have prevailed with Ged,
you can prevail witk men. Iliustration: Prayer or no power. The
seciet of success in the ministry is much prayer, study, and dependence
on the Holy Spirit. '

The Preperation of the Message.

Good preaching demapds much prayer, study, and meditation. To be careless in
the preparation of our sermons is a tragedy. For the presacher to enter a pul-
pit without a prepsred messsge means that he has dissppointed hisg thoughtful
auditors, defeated the purpose of the hour, dispasraged his own miristry, and
dishonored the Lord. Many preachers dislike the hard study necessary for the
best preaching. But one canrot run e bluff on an audience. The people know
whether your gun is loaded or empty. Even emotionalism will not conceal the
lack of preparation. Two smell boys attended 2 church service where an wn-
prepared preacher had scarcely begun to preach until he started to weep. The
boys sat in the balcony, listened and watched, as he wept his way through..
One boy said, "Jack, what is that old codger crying sbout?” Jack replied,
"fell, Buddy, I guess if you had to stand wp there and preach for an hour &nd
a half, and didn't have any more to say them he has, you’d ery too.®
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An unprepared minister attempted to preach te an sudlence in whieh there were
numerous preachers. Following the service, numerous upccmplimentary remarks
were mede privately sbout his effort apd failure, A distinguished and genper-
ous minister remarked that he thought the sermon was inspired. One demanded
an explanation of such an appraisal, which he considered ridiculous. The
sympathetic brother replied, '"Well, no man could have preached such a poor
sermon without divine aid.™. . ‘

We sin against the Lord and our people if we neglect 't_o prepere our messages.
We must prepare every message, It is a fearful tragedy when people go to .
church hungry fer the Bread of Life, but receive cnly the sawdust of human
opinion. Our supreme missiorn is to preach the gospel of Christ. Time is teo.
precious and the issues are too great to recite current events or to review
books in the pulpit. We do not have any right to substitule anything for ‘
the proclamation of the Word of God. Bear in mind always that preaching is
the preeminent privilege of the minister, and his pulpit is his throne from
which he is to wield the scepter of spiritual power. Do not abdicate that
throne for anything else, The only persen whe will minimize or disparage
great preaching is somebody who cennot preach. No personal charm, no special
- grace of deportment, no soecial gualities however 91easzng, not even pastoral
work faithfully performed, will atone for failure in the pulpit. The highest
hour of the highest offiee is when Cod's man stands behind the pulpit ready
to preach the zlorious gospel of Christ, Sueh an occasion, when those vhe
are rich in Christian experience have come feor a fresh vision of the erueci-
fied One, when struggling ones have come for help in the Christian race, and
when lost peonle are appealing to the preacher to peint them to the Lamb of
God, demands the most therough preparatien‘of' both messenger and mes&age. ‘

In these days of multiplied activities, we mzst ever remember that our-big~
gest business and grestest privilege is that of preaching the glerious gospel
of the Sond& Ged. Iet us preach it prayerfully, dependently, objectively,
-garnestly, and expectently. But, my friends, unless we fasten ourselves to.
our sermon preparation and pulpit work, we will discover at the end of the
way that we have spent our lives on things of secondary impertance. Say what
you will about a great pulpit ministry, it is the best service to which eny
man can give his hands, his heed, ané his heart. May God help you te be geod
ministers of Christ! -

"Heppy if with my latest breath
T mey but spezk His name,

"Preach Him to 2ll and gasp in death
Behold, Behold the lambl"



